

Februar� a� Glenfiel�:


Activities this month:
Feb 1st-29th - African American Speaker Series
February 8 - Winter Play
February 5-9 - National School Counselor Week
February 13 - Dumplings for Diplomacy Pop-up Dumpling Cafe
February 16 - Black History Month Assembly hosted by the Related Arts Department
February 21 - Glenfield Grand Dragon parade


Glenfield Presents…
Midsummer/Jersey is the hilarious high-octane re-telling
of Shakespeare’sMidsummer Night’s Dream set on the
boardwalk of a seaside town in modern-day New Jersey.
The story revolves around the impending marriage of the
Governor of New Jersey, the love affairs of four
beach-bound high school crushes, a lively crew of fairies
and the staff of the local beauty salon (run by Patti
Quince and Stylist Nikki Bottom). The night takes a
magical turn when Oberon and the impish Puck arrive on
the scene armed with a powerful love potion and a desire
for mischief making. With several weddings and the
acting careers of six beauticians hanging in the balance,
the lovers take to the boardwalk, backed by pop music
and an iPhone-obsessed wood sprite.







SAY IT LOUD!!
Black History Month at Glenfield


Our theme this year for Black History Month is “Say it Loud!”We chose this theme
because there are so many topics related to the African-American community to be loud
and proud about. This month we will highlight a variety of themes which will include
identity, social activism and recognition notable African American’s from every time
period and professional. Check out our list of classroom activities and guest speakers for
our African-American Career workshop series.


African-American Speaker Series
Over the years, Glenfield’s annual African-American Career DAY celebration has
expanded to a month-long speaker series. We believe that it is important for all of our
students to know that there are a variety of professions that are both attainable and
accessible regardless of race, gender and ethnicity. Check out our list of speakers listed
below:







February 1


Robyn Brady Ince is the Executive Director of the Newark City of Learning Collaborative and Assistant
Professor of Professional Practice in the Department of Urban Education at Rutgers University–Newark.
Robyn joined the University from the National Urban League where, as vice president of education
policy, advocacy, and engagement, she led the Equity and Excellence Project and the annual Youth
Leadership Summit. She previously held posts at Youth About Business, the Deutsche Bank Americas
Foundation, and Prep for Prep. She has also worked in higher education, serving as adjunct faculty at


Hunter College and holding a progression of positions in admissions
at Vassar College.Robyn earned her B.A. in English at Spelman
College and Ed.M. at the Harvard University Graduate School of
Education. She has extensive experience in strategic program
design, development, and implementation; youth leadership
development; philanthropy; college access; higher education; and
diversity recruiting. She served on the Council of Chief State School
Officer 2018 National Teacher of the Year selection committee, and
has served as an expert reviewer and consultant for a number of
education-related publications, projects, and initiatives. Beyond her
professional career, Robyn offers strategic advice and counsel to
local schools and serves as a board member for arts, youth and
advocacy organizations.


February 1st and 2nd


Brandi Massey - Broadway Actress (Mom of 6th
Grader Jason Ober!)
Ms. Massey graduated from The School for Creative and
Performing Arts in Cincinnati, Ohio. She made her Broadway
debut in the 1997 production of Jekyll and Hyde as an
ensemble member and Lucy understudy. Since then, Massey
has starred in the Broadway productions of Caroline, or


Change (as "The Radio")[1] and Wicked (as an ensemble member, understudying the
role of Elphaba). She also worked in The Lion King's London production as the
lioness Nala from 2002 to 2003. Her Off-Broadway credits include: Ghetto Superstar,
Carmen Jones, and Caroline, or Change as well as the Encores! production of Hair.
Massey left Wicked on December 17, 2006, to concentrate on recording an album.
Massey is currently touring around North America with the National tour of Oprah
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Winfrey's "The Color Purple" understudying the characters of Celie and Nettie.
Brandi starred as "Mary Magdeline" in Jesus Christ Superstar at North Carolina
Theatre in Raleigh, NC from February 24 – March 4, 2007. Brandi starred at Lorell in
the Atlanta production of Dreamgirls at The Fox Theater from July 18–29, 2007
alongside Original Broadway Cast member Jennifer Holliday. - Wikipedia


February 2
Justin Williams - Associate Professor
Justin Williams is an associate professor of History and director of the
African American Studies Program at University of Detroit Mercy. He
specializes in the politics of modern Africa and its diasporas. He is the
author of the book Pan-Africanism in Ghana: African Socialism,
Neoliberalism, and Globalization, part of Toyin Falola’s Africa in The
World Series on the Carolina Academic Press (2016). Williams has also
published articles in African Studies, Journal of Pan African Studies, and


the two-volume encyclopedia 50 Events That Shaped African American History. He joined the
University in fall 2023.


Hafiz Farid - Award Winning Film Producer
Writer-Director-Producer-Poet-Lecturer. Award
winning filmmaker. Founder and CEO of Foremost
Productions-Foremost Films.
foremostproductions.com.


February 5


Chesha Hodge - Dietician
Chesha Hodge, based in New York, New York,
United States, is currently a Small Business Owner at
The Balanced Diet, bringing experience from
previous roles at Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School, Delaware State University and Bard
High School Early College. Chesha Hodge holds a
2018 - 2021 Delaware State University. With a robust
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skill set that includes Program Development, Team Management, Community Relations,
Fundraising, Community Outreach and more, Chesha Hodge contributes valuable
insights to the industry. Chesha Hodge has 1 email on RocketReach.


Leo Jones - Owner/Program Director - Next Level G4G
(Ms. Carrington’s Brother!!)
Leo Jones is a lifelong disciple of the game of basketball. Based on his
passion for the sport he founded Next Level G2G, a sports training and
management company where he serves as the owner and the program
director. He works closely with young students helping them develop
their skills and guiding them on the next phase of their basketball
journey whether that includes basketball at the K12 level,
college-level, or professional-level play. He is a 2002 graduate of
Wesleyan University and was inducted into Wesleyan's Athletics Hall
of Fame in 2022.


Recently Added- Christina Joseph Robinson, Editorial Executive and Michelle Edwards,
Retired WNBA Player/College Coach
Additional speakers will continue to be added throughout the month and will be highlighted
in our Weekly Bulletins.


February 23


Deana Ingram -Marketing & Brand
Leader, Market & Trend Data Analysis,
Cross-Functional Strategic Partner







February 26


Amal and Miko Page - Owners of
Kukki Vegan
Miko Page has a degree in business
administration from Wagner College.
She is a social media influence and a
former professional golfer with over
18k followers on instagram. Miko has
always had a passion for cooking and


believes in the importance of healthy eating and a
balanced lifestyle. Miko has formulated the recipe for Kukki Vegan making them a
treat for all to enjoy. Amal Page grew up in a quiet neighborhood in NJ. Growing
up, she discovered her immense love for cooking and baking. Once she was able to
connect her passion for health and well being with her love for cookies, she hit the
ground running. This is a key piece of the inspiration that went into Kukki Vegan.


Curriculum and Classroom activities in recognition of Black
History Month


Ms. Etter’s 7th Grade ELA Class
The 7th graders wrote speeches in different styles.
Some rewrote an MLK speech, others are writing
activist speeches. In my class, students began
learning about rhetoric and what makes a speech
valid. We learned about logical fallacies and began
watching some great speeches of the 21st century.
Baratunde Thurston’s TED talk “How to
deconstruct racism, one headline at a time” (2019)
was an excellent example for solid logos, ethos and


pathos. We will continue to explore the theme of “Say it Loud” as our school’s Black History







month theme, students will be picking a cause that would change the world for the better to write
a persuasive essay and then speech.


Ms. Lofrano’s 8th Grade ELA Classes
Students will be working with MENTOR SENTENCES written by black authors. The
students will be using these sentences as models of GREAT sentences from both a
grammatical perspective and a writing perspective. They will examine why these examples
are sentences that matter with language that lingers. Additionally, students will be
imitating those sentences with their own writing. A Black Author Book Raffle will take
place in House Red's ELA classes. Read-aloud sessions from contemporary books by
black authors will be conducted throughout February. Students will have the option of
entering their name in a raffle to win one of those books by month's end.


Mr. Anderson 7th Grade ELA Classes
After students explore the history of “Say it Loud,” students will create rhyming couplets to
describe and highlight their identities. At the end of the activity, all students will create a mural
of “I am…” statements under the umbrella of “We are Glenfield.”


Related Arts - February 16
The Related Arts Black History Month event is a short assembly focusing on the theme: Say it
loud! featuring music, dance, poetry actors related to the theme of say it loud in pop culture..
Students will participate in an art activity in their advisory as well


Math and Science Classes
Students will be creating visual
representations of what the world would be if
specific notable African-American Scientists,
Engineers, Mathematicians or Inventors did
not exist. These projects will be on display
around the school.


Social Studies Classes







Students will discuss and explore the history and meaning of Black History Month. Each week,
students will study mini biographies about notable African Americans throughout history


Glenfield Celebrates Lunar New Year
Year of the Dragon


Since Lunar New Year fell during Black History Month this year, February at Glenfield is


going to be a 29 day celebration of culture! Check out the activities and initiatives that


we have planned to honor Lunar New Year.


Dumpling Diplomacy


In celebration of Lunar New Year (2/10-2/24) Glenfield


Middle School is partnering with entrepreneur and former


Glenfield parent Nancy Loo’s organization called Dumpling


Diplomacy. Dumpling Diplomacy “is a socially responsible


company that provides community members with usable


cooking skills, volunteer endeavors and a staff of


neurodiverse student and community volunteers.” The idea


is to bring all segments of our community together through


food and conversation. Check out the December 15th article


in Suburban Essex:


https://www.dumplingdiplomacy.com/montclair-entrepreneur-is-making-a-difference-one-du


mpling-at-a-time
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Montclair Entrepreneur is Making a
Difference-One Dumpling at A Time


www.dumplingdiplomacy.com


On Tuesday, February 13, the Glenfield Pop-up Dumpling Cafe will kick off the first of three


activities in Ms. Stebbins kitchen. We are looking for a diverse group of staff members and


25-30 8th grade volunteers to participate in an afterschool workshop/cooking class to learn


about the history of dumplings, and how to make them from scratch. All donations will go to


Toni’s Kitchen and the Salvation Army. Participants will also have the opportunity to sample the


dumplings and take them home. Once we have a trained cohort of 8th grade dumpling makers


and staff, they will turnkey these recipes and techniques to the 6th and 7th graders in March and


April.


Happy Lunar New Year of the Dragon from Ms. Liu!


The Mandarin classes with the Grand Dragon team
and the ribbons dancers are getting ready for our
celebrations on Wednesday, 02/21/24, during the
first period. The Dragon will parade around the
Glenfield school and gather in the front entrance to
join the ribbon dancers for the final performance.
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National School Couseling Week
We would like to thank our School
Counselors for all that they do on
behalf of our children. In a time
when the need for mental health
support is at an all time high, we
appreciate your expertise in guiding
our all of our students’ to healthier
outcomes. Thank you Mr. Citro, Ms.
Weintraub and Ms. Sims!!






